
IOO A PVeZsh Love Song ofthe I 6th Cetttury. 

Kollodd glendid yr h011 fyd 
A Duw i gyd ni tyrrodd 
Ag wrth lunio dailiwr ton 
Yn wineb hon fo i gwreiddiodd. 

Och trwm ywr loes, &c. 

Gwreiddiodd hithe dan fy niron 
0 gariad, glwyfon anial 
Wanach, wansch wy bob awr 
Drwy gariad lnawr a gofa!. 

Och trwm ywr loes, &c. 

Na ofelwch troso i mwp 
At Dduw ir wif i yn lnyned 
Rwy yn lnadde i bswb ond iddi hi 
A ffawb i n ~ i  inaildeued. 

Och trwin ywr loes, &c. 

Fy h011 frins na fyddwch dig 
Fo am rhoes y lneddig lreibio 
Help nid oes na syt ym fyw 
Ffarwel a Duw am helpio. 

Odl  trwm ywr loes, &c. 

Och trwm ywr loes a rwy yn i dwyn 
Heb yin obaith help na swyn 
Ond Duw ne'r ferch ai rhoes 
Mwy help i ~ n i  nid oes 
Ond amdo, cliil a gwledd, elor, arch a bedd, 
A nawdd y gwr sin rhoes. 

Ll? AB HWLXYN o Fon a i  c a d .  



BY PROFESSOR KUNO XIEYER, P1r.D. 

OUR knowledge of Irish history during the early centuries 
of our era is fortunately not confined to the meagre 
accounts of the Annals. I n  addition to tlleiu, a d  i1S 

independent sources, we possess a large luass of materials 
in the histories of individual tribes, gei~edogica~l tables, 
chronological poems, s a p s ,  and saii~ts' Lives, all bearii~g 
upon the early history of Ireland. These n~i~terials  are, 
of course, of the most varied origin and age, and will have 
to be carefully tested and sifted. Not until this has been 
done will the historian of Ireland have before liilu all the 
materials wliicli Irisli literature afiords. 

Much inedited matter of this lrind is found in tlie 
Bodleian codices Rawlinson B. 502 and 512, and ili Laud 610. 
Aniong other important texts 1 may i ~ ~ e n t i o i ~  the piece 
called Bade i n  Scu'il, or 'The Vision of the Pl~untoiil,' whicli 
enunierates more than fifty Irish kings fro111 Coiiii 
CBtchathach (A.D. 123-157) downward to tlic eleventh 
century, together with tlie duration of tlleir reigns, loug 
lists of battles fought by theni, the circuniat;~uces of t l~c~i r  
deaths, and other details.' But i t  is tile tribal histories 
that are perliaps of tlie greatest Iiistori~i~l vdue, as they 
certainly are of the widest interest. One of these, dealiug 

There is a fragment of the same piece in 1I:~rluian 5280, of wlrich 
I am preparing an etlitiun for pnldicutiou in t l ~ c  tl~irtl 11111111)cr of the 
Zeitschi.ift fiir Celt. Yhilofogie, vol. iii. 
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with what in a term borrowed from contemporary history 
may be called the trekkings of the tribe of the DQssi' 
and originally written, as has been sliown,' in the latter 
half of the eighth century, is here edited and translated for 
the first time. I ts  special iuterest for Welsh students lies 
in the fact that i t  contsinv an account of an Irish settle- 
ment in Wales during the third century ($ 11). 

Two different versions of the story have come down to 
us. The older, the one here printed, which I will call A, 
has been preserved in Laud 610, fo. 9% 2-102a 2, and in 
Rawl. B. 502, fo. 72a 2-7Ya 2. In Laud the title is De 
causis torche3 nu nDe'ssi . i . acuis foirge ?]a nDLsse, while 
R'~w1. has the heading Tniril-etl' na ~bl)e'ssi. As is so 
often the case in dealing with Irish texts, it  was difficult 
to decide which of the two copies to make the staple of the 
edition, as neither is in every way superior to the other, 
and both correct and supplement each other. The best 
thing undoubtedly would be to do, as Stoltes has done with 
Fe'lire Oengusso, and Windisch with several pieces in the 
Irische Tezte, to print both copies in extenso, but this would 
have taken up too lnucl~ space. I llave, therefore, selected 
the Rawliuson text as neetling, on the whole, less cor- 
rection than that of Laud, tl1uug.11 the latter excels i t  in 
retaining a more archaic spelling. As regards the text 
itself, the two copies are in the main alniost identical, 

' The name of this tribe is preservetl by those of the barony of 
D<ece, CO. Meath, their 'origiid lioine, a i d  of the two 1,aronies of 
Decies, co. Waterf~rd. 

' Sce Y ( ' y ~ ~ i ~ ~ o ~ d o r ,  vol. xii, p. 20. 
I imi not tlr11.e of the exi~ct i~ici~niiig of tovrhe (toilye). I t  seems to  

con~l~ine the lrieaiiiilgs of Gei.111i~l Zuy (1) expetlitiun, (2 )  b~rlld, conl- 
pnny. 

' A Y  to tniriveil 'journeying,' cf. withid dwn-sci toirired, Book 
of Lisniore, fo. 636 2. trtirir.ed l'o'i?~r~e, LL. 191a 7. gen. fer tairirid, 
Lams, i, p. 104, 20. 
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though the single paragraphs are differently nrlxngcd. 
Tlie most importar~t vuriants of Laud are giwn ill tlw foot- 
notes. Wliere Laud clevi,~tes &oil R;~wlinsun I hi~ve 
sometimes indicated this in tile trmsluiion by putting t11c 
reading of Laud in parentllcsis; in a few cases thew 
translatioiis have been put a t  the foot uf the p g e .  To~wrtls  
tlle end of both copies the scribes 11nve become carolcss, 
and each has blundered in liis own way. 

The second and later version of our story, wl~icli I will 
call B, deserves a separate publication. Su far  as I k~iow, 
i t  has come down to us in three copies, the oldest of wllicl~ 
is a fragment contained in the f h o k  oj' ffte I ) i i r l ,  pp. 5 3 ~ -  
54b. It has the heading Tucciit i r~~ larbu  ~a 91 lk's:;.i ir) iMtin~air~ 
7 aided Corrnuic. I t s  gips can e a d y  he suppliecl from i\vo 
later copies,one i11 H.3.17,col. 720b-7dSu (eutitlcd C'c;echncl 
Corrnaic i Temraig), the other in H. 2. 15, pp. B'ic~-(itih 
(Tucaitl chiiechtu Cormuic do i lel lg~is (~iribuc~ibtlicuckf~ 7 
c~igead Ceallaig ; fothu i)ztlcirhllta ~ L C L  ~ ~ D e i s s i  tlo Mi~iy U r e u ! ~ ) .  
The latter M S .  preserves a number of poenls not couti~ii~ed 
in the other copies. Whether one of the two versions, or 
which of tlie~n, is idcntici~l with t l ~ c  !hclto)~~lti(E I I U  )il)c::\.i ( L  

Temraig quoted in the list of tides in D'Arbois clc Jub,~in- 
ville's Catalogue, p. 2G3, and with t l ~  L u ~ ~ g c s  ldithrte 

Uatl~aige (ib., p. 171),  I cannot say. 
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Tairired rla nDessi illso ar a choibne fri Fotharto ocus 
batar trichait bliadun la Laigniz~'  

1. Cethri mnic batar la Harttchorb mac Meschuirb . i . 
Rrecc 7 Oengus 7 Eochuid2 7 F o r a d . V o m d  dano, mac 
side cumaile" ni rngaib tliir, 7 is he ba siniu5 dib. Nert 
coecat immurqu Ia IIoengus. 

2. Bae dano mac t6t la rig Teinrach . i . Conn mac 
Corbmaic. Gabais laiin ingine Foraida . i . Forach a 
[hlainm 7 fordoscarastar. Forumai Oengus for a hiarair 
na hingine', CO hid" hi Temraig. Ni tharraid gabail na 
slabrad batar ar comlaid na slige ;' ar  ba h6cen fer cechtar 
a da slabrad side d o g r e s . ' ~ o n t & c a  n chomalta" for ilheis 
rnaic ind rig. ' N i  inacula~ninar in clemnas nua sin,' ar 
Oengus." Friscair mac ind rig : ' Dniinthi dail cuind 

. dam-sa !'"rchena il6ina-su .cen co dama-su.' ' Nocon 
iodem cetuinus,"' ar Oengus. Atr6eraid Oengus [dlin 
tsleig triita1"i dano iiidala slitbrad suil ind rig, co 
roemaidlVna c l ~ i n d . ~  Intan closreilg in sleig adochum, 

Laud 610, fo. 99 l) 2.-I De causis torche na nDBisi innso. i . acuis 
toirge na nD6isi ' Allninir add. Soratl ' cliumle a 
siilser Sorsith luidlt Aengus gitiboaibtlicrch 16tl g& for iawh 
%onhid ni tarraid na sli~bratla batar hi crouinlaih in gili 
" L. omits this sentence. l '  inn ingin ni messe, ol sc, co~lailla 
in clernnas n-isiu '' Atberat i is : D,~imthi tlil cuintl tlo-son1 inni sein. 
l '  ni diilnm-sa caimme li atnuarith side clin tsleig conlnith triit . i . 
sleg 7 tla slabrat1 esli 7 triar for ~ i d l  slabrntl clih l" corobris l7 CO 

n-ecmoing a liirlontl inn-6ton in rechtaire co mboi triitiia cllend siar. 
Ilnrualle dorochmtar in m m  7 in reclitairi 7 romehaitl sdil Cornlaic 7 
ni roi~clitas greinl fair, corr6dtt >L tlicg 7 romi~i.1) 1ion11;lr tlo cliliratlsih 
Cornnic occi thafu~itl  . i . a tlidta leiu . i . Coio Duibne tliaGt Corco 

I 

Duibne 7 atrullai setle a giallu. 
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These are the Wanderings of the nessi (wliicli are 
put here) because of their kinship with the 
Fotliairt ;' and they were thirty years in 
Leinster. 

1. Artchorp son of Messchorp had four sons, to wit, 
Brecc and Oengus and Eochuid and Forad.' Forad, 
however, was the son of a bondrnltid and did uot get any 
land, and he was the eldest of them. Oengus had the 
strength of fifty men. 

2. Now the King of TaraQad a wanton son, to wit, 
Connhnlao Cormaic, who forcibly seized the daugliter of 
Forad-Foracli was her name-and ravislled tier. Then 
Oengus set out in search of the girl and went to T a u .  tie 
did not secure the chains which were on the . . .' of the 
lance ; for a man was needed for each of these two cliaiiis 
of his a l w a y s . V e  saw his fosterchild sitt,itig a t  the right 
hand of the King's son. 'We have not heard of this l~cm 
alliance,' said Oengus. The King's son answered: ' Grant 
me the respite of ;L grown-up person ! h1 any case, thou 
wilt have to bear it, though thou do not grant it.' ' To 
begin with, I mill not bear i t  ! ' said Oengus ancl mn the 
lance through him. The11 one of the two chains struck the 
eye of the King, so that i t  broke in his head; and when he 

An account of the triho of the Fothairt precedes this story in the 
MS. Soratl, Lricid. i.e. Cornlac nmc Airt. IIc is callctl Ccllt~ch 
by Tigernacl~ (sec 12eu. Celt., xvii, p. 19.) ' W1i;~t the corrtl(i ('Y~LIYo') 
of a Isnco, to  which t l ~ c  chi~ins we~.e atlixctl uiny 1)c 1 tlo not kiww ; 
perhaps a ring that  wonltl turn roiin(1. Nor tlu L u i ~ ~ l c r s t t ~ ~ i t l  tlio 
croudaib of Land. ' i. e. these cliaiiis when takcii u ~ ~ t  woliltl e ; d l  

demand the sacrifice of a man. The scribe of 11. 2. 1; u ~ ~ c l o i s t ; ~ ~ ~ t l s  
this tliiTerei~tly ; for he writes : triw f i r .  c(cchu sltrhcticl iy (L ttrrrctirry 
' threo men were neetlccl for carrying eac:l~ clii~iii.' 'l'l~is l~ i ice  wniiiitls 
one uf Mselodmri's lance, the Cwr Beltriy L)uryirz, al~icli  killetl uf its 
own accord, or when moved by a demon. See Hiber~ricri ~11irroru, p. 81. 
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rodbi fochoir na sleigi triasin deogbaire, conid se conapnid 
prius. Is  arna slabrad~~ib tra ba Hoengus Gabuaibtliecl~ a 
ainm-seorn. 

3. I s  desin rognid Ocheill for Telnraig sechtair . i . 
clasa rath la Cormac, conid inte nofoil~ed som clogres, a r  
ni ba hada ri CO n-anin1 do feis i Te~nrctiy. Conid de 
asberar Ache11 a r  Themair I L ~  ar  aicce Temrach, daig na 
&chle ba: a r  suil ind rig.' 

4. Bebais mac ind rig 7 dobert Oengus in lnnai leis. 

5.  Dobert Cormac sluago forsna Deisse 7 rolnebclatar 
secht ca t l~a  fortliu ria n-Oengus co muccaib a b n ~ t h a r  . i . 
Russ 7 Eogan.' Ba rii Oengm dar eisse uiBricc CO cenn 
. l . l i t l i  Et balobrathitir cach fer iirruul, ar ni 
foerlangtar nert ind f lat l~a 7 incl hit11 gaile '1~0al6. Is 
ann asbeir-som : 'Forasselbtliai for rige. I s  dech dun-ss 
mo nert fodessin.' 

G .  Tecmall ri Temrach firu Herenn fortliu 7 ni damair 
cert catha doib, CO tarliticset a tllir do. Dolohr iaruln co 
Laigniu CO Fiachaig m-Baiccetlu m u  Cathu'ir, co rocllart &tie 
h 6  Bairrche remib tir 7 fotl~aigtir n s  Deisse ann co 

' Ni deochaid dirliu Cormnc hi Temuir, conic1 i n-Ochaill 
[fo. 100 a l] ar Themair rohili on uiir sin. Doratsat na 1)diso 
iarsin secht catha tlo Choimac. D;L tresiu forturliu for nIIeirem 
f;deliicl la Cornlac. Ua rnaitl~ cid ;L cenol-son1 .i. nu nI)Qise, clal~tl 
Finchach Soguitte maic Feitllin~the Rectotla mniu Tuathitil 
Techtmair. Oc Dmnu Der immzr~yu, is and cclclmit m n ; ~  na n1)6ise 
.i. tl6l.a fola rotheilcset ic scuratl fria tir 7 fri:r talmuin co br8th. 
I mhlsig Tn'air, is ant1 tloratvat in cat11 tl6itlenac:h. ' I s  iuinair in 
ComriLc intlossa,' ar  Cormac. ' Bid et1 a hainm co brith, Mag 
Innair.' 



pulled t l ~ e  lance hack, its butt end struck the cup-bearer and 
passed illrough him so t h t  he died the first." I t  was frcm~ 
the chains t h t  his name was Oengus of the Drcatl Lai~ce. 

3. Hence Achaill' w\.as built by t,lw side of Taw, that 
is to say, a rath was dug by Co~ulnc in wl~ ic l~  he would 
always sleep; for i t  w;~s not lawful for a Irii~g with s 
blemish to sleep in Tam. Hence is said Ac11,~ill by T;II.:L 
(or near Tara), on :~cconnt of the cure (ftr i c h i l l )  tdwii of 
the eye of the King. 

4. The King's son died, a d  Oengus took the woman 
away with him. 

6. Cor~nac sent hosts agzinst the Dessi, wllo were 
routed in seven battles under the 1e:tdership of Otwgus ailcl 
his brother's\sons, to wit, Russ ancl Eogan. To the c i~d of 
forty days Oengus was kiug aftw Brecc, an11 tlici~ every 
man murmurs,' for t11c.y could not ei~dure the col~rl~iiled 
power of tlie princc and the c l ~ a ~ i ~ p i o ~ l  togetlier. I t  is 

then he said: 'Take possession (3) of tlie l&~g:.sl~ip ! My 
own strength is best for lire.' 

6 .  The King of Tars gathered t11~ meri of rrclnud 
against tlie~n, and did not grunt tliem fair fight, SO that  
t11e.y left his li~lld to him. TIieii they welit iuto L ( h s t ~ ? r  
to Fiachu Bacceda, son of Cuthair, wlio tlrove t l ~ e  l h i  
Bairrclie for tlieln out of their Iarld ; ant1 there the Dessi 
were settled until the time of Criintl~ann, son of E~iiia 
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haimsir Crimthaind maic Ennae Ceinselnig inaic Labrada 
maic Bresail Belaiy inaic Fiacllach Baiccedn.' 

7. Dorala lzch2 a.inr:t la hu3 Bairrchi . i . Eochu 
Guiiiech mac Oengusa, CO rosgla,n side dia thir.' Ilerthius 
Crimthand mac Ennz i n-Aird Ladrann fodesi irnmirge na 
n-Deisse, conid de a t s  Tir na Hiininergi 7 Aes na Him- 
n1erg-i o shein ille. 

8. Me11 ingen Ernbrl~ind ben Crimthuind bert macco 
do Chriinthund 7 atbath Me11 iar suidiu. Ocus dobreth 
Cuiniu ingen Ernbraind do it~ruin."ert Cuiniu ingill do 
. i . Eithne Uathnch. Ba: Bri mac Bairced;~ in drui isin 
dun in n-aidchi7 rogenair Eitline. [fo. 7 2 b ,  l ]  ' Ind ingen 
rogensirYinnocht,' ar Bri, ' rosfessatarW~~ Herenn uili"' 7 
srdaig na llingine sin gebait s n~athre in tir artrefat." 
Ainail atchualatar" som coir in sceoil sin lasin druid,13 CO 

mbad tria chuinachtu na hingine ilogebtais forbbm," ros- 
altatarlVor carnaib'" mac mbec co illbad luatll no-assad." 
Is de ba Heitllne Uatliach a hainin-se, ardaig nos-aigtis in 
meicc bicc.'" 

Rotllomtha trri co mhilbr occ IIarcl na nD6ise hi crich Laighen 
for &fag Liffe. Fi;~olio lhicoetla iiumtcryu mac Cathair bloir, is h6 
L r i g  in i i d  S l - L i i  Ci~r t  side h u  B:~n.cl~o rempu ausa 
tir 7 suidigestar ria Ddisse alul. Rothre11sil.t ant1 oo hai~usir C ~ ~ i ~ u t h ~ i ~ z  
mic Ccnseli~ig mic Endi~i Li~bri~tla 111io I3rcsail Bclaig nlic Fiirul~ach 
13accotla. I s  'na I~ai~usir-yitlc tollotar u ; ~  1)oiuse for loirgnis. lhlnii 
ciclich d'uih tir (sic Icy.) ' bcrtlnlu Crimtlran nluc 
Censulaich issintl Airtl fotlcissin. " 13ert hlultl ingm E~~nl~uirnt l  
nmccu (10-side. 0 rotlamoil. silk c1oI)rcth A m ~ n  i n g o ~ ~  Er[~~]l)rui~ld 
tlobert sitlo 6enlngcl1 (s ic)  tlu . i . E t h e  a hainm 111ii 
l315 fiiith mic l3;tirr:hctia isin d6n i d  atlaich sin ' gignathilr, 
"uteusatar '' O I L  L. l '  Is tria cllun~achta golmitl nnl-lnnthye 
t l h  nritttrcfitt co brith roc1111d~~ti~r '"fiitl~ tir 
l '  nuspha.tuom 7 nos~la l t~~tnr  ' f i  'l luihhite il furbairt 
" ar tlur~aigtiv ua n~uic beuca. 



The Expulsion of /h Dessi. 109 

Censelach, son of Labraid, son of Bressal Belixclr, son of 
Fiacliu Bacceda. 

7. There chanced to be ;L famous warrior wit11 tlw Trui 
Bairrchi, to wit, Eocllu Guiuccl~, soli of Oct~gus,' a d  lle i t  
was who drove them out of their I U I I C ~ .  Tl~el l  Crililtllalu~, 
son of Enna, sent the wandering host of the Dessi to Arc1 

/ 
Ladrann soutl~ward, whence the Land of the ivt~l~clering 
Host :mcl the Folk of the W ~ ~ n d e r i n g  Host 11,~ve beell so 
called ever since. 

8. Meld, the daughter of Ernbrand, the wife of 
Crinlthancl, bore sons to Crimtllsnd and t l ~ e u  clied, wl~ere- 
upon Cuiniu, the daughter of Ernbrand, was nluwit~cl to 
him. 

Cainiu bore him a daughter, even Nthne the L)reud. 
I n  the night when Etllne was born Bri, the druid, son of 
Baircllid,- was in the stronghold. ' Tile lnaiden tllut 11us 
been b o r ~  to-night,' said Rri, 'a11 the IIMI of Irelaud 
shall know her, and on account of this l~laide~i  ller motl~er's 
kindred will seize the land on wlr~ch they sl~ull divcll.' 
When they heard the trutli of t l ~ a t  story froni the druid, 
that  i t  was tllrougll the power of the m~iclen that tlwy 
would obtain inheritawe, they reared her on the i lesl~ of 
little boys that  slie 111ig11t grow (~uicbly.~ He~lce E t h e  
the Drcad was her imne, for the little boys dreaded 11er. 



9. I s  e a senathi~ir in d r u d  sin dano rochachain' a. 
n-imthechta doib hic tuidecht atuaid hi  eath Truisten.' 
Is  an11 asbert : cNi  o Temair clochul~ilaid ticid ticid dotll- 
aide gluind mara cotobcatl~a crethit cct~iaal~atl tuidecht do 
mac Dnurthecht deirctlie Eogan sceo echta seen lnucco 
Echach Airi~nan Artt ero Colp coitual cel cichsit datkianna! 
im Fillclohad nlac Niod ntroinne noifidir ruthit ii1i7~ mairfitit 
coicthe rann Dil diairithe Lethe Laidcind ilur lcntllus diacoi 
crochz lnarfit Dil nad flatl~ius gaile gerlitl~ar gaibthiut co 
firu F o c l l l ~  ifilitse doscliclr (1o:trnid arus mac Meschuirb 
mogithar daluus condesil ficlgella forderga ordd araserb slas 
niude nmc nDega diwgraif arrigthius rigc os cach ros codi- 
dian desingar ar  Ros innc Feochair feig fslnatllar cotafodlaib 
fergair cain iarnithu mac Riatll rascthius itreich~lilni 
colloid ni.' NL3 - 

10. TichtL tra o Chormac i 11-diilid nlac 1nBric . i .  
Ros 7 Eogan, co ndigsitis afrithisi co Connuc. Amail 
rochuala Oengus, asbert friu :j ' I n  fir,' a r  se, c tuidecht 
f r i  hiln~narchur sid 7 c l ~ o r ~  frib-se 2 [' Fi r , ' ] b l  seat. 
c Ronbia slan each neich dorige~~sam' 7 ronbiat da 
chutrumms itr tire liar tir foclesin* 7 og corre co brath.' 

l tlicuhain ' o clii~tli Druissen oc tuitlecht antneth :' Nitho 
'I'liemuir tlocl~umlitlt ticith tlofaiteth gluintl nmir conih cath 
crechtr~igtlier an~ tu i tu t  tlkr mac l)urtlli~clit t l c~~c th~rs  C C ~ I ~ I I  scuo ech- 
tlc scuo nim rnair-Ecl~ach e1.e ni;~ine art1 erc corba mnccll dclcliitleclisit 
t1utl:~rcim Fintlclii~th nwc Niathait no Entli rofitir raithitl tiutl niar- 
tithit1 cotleraintl Dil tlia ratlius Lithi L:rtlcc!ntl hilar I e ~ ~ t u s  clia 
Cliol~tloclitie norhe tlal natl l i~ th~ lg t~ i l e  gnitiotl~r~r gaihitlitl~ co firo 
Foi\:hle hi foitlse closfeth t11s ar (lit11 arus mtrc Mescliuiq) niogeth:w 
tllrlsris contleisel diti~fit~tl gola folt fortlorgi~ ortl iera ser1)si as i~itlin 
in(lirlt1 tlegi~ gristis rigthus rigih OS cech rlis cont1irann;riu i ~ ~ p i r  nrns 
nmc nirric Fcchuir fecli fellnatar contofotlli fcrgt~ir con;tiirith mlrc Ni:~tlr 
naisctlius hi :trena hi t l k h  nonc conoetl~u nithu Ni o Tliernuir 
t locl~n~t~l i t .  ' TShet tlottiit CO m:wx  [fo. 100 n 21 >L h ra t l~ar  tlia 
- c ~ 1 1 i n  sic L. tlo ~ieoch tlongnisiu Qla t i r  Iar t ir  



9. Now, i t  was that druid's grandfather, who had sung 
their wanderings to them 3,s they wei~t  from the north to 
the batt'le of Truidiu.' '15s then he said: 'Not from 
Tara,, &C." 

10. Then messengers were sent from Corinac after the 
sons of Brecc, even Russ and Eognn, t h t  they slioultl 
coine back to Corlnnc. When Oengus heard tliat, lie said 
to them: ' Is  i t  true,' said lie, ' that they have coine on an  
e rn~nd  of peace3 and treaty with you?' ' I t  is true,' saicl 
they. 'We  are to be absolved of everytlling tllnt we have 
done, and we are to have twice as lilucli again as our own 
land, together with our own lalid and full peace till 
Doom.' 'Do not do it,' said Oengus, 'leave me iiot aloiie ! 

J Or, perhaps, 'at the Ford (ic 6th)  of Truistiu.' 

In the present state of our knowlctlgc of Oltl-Irish it is impos- 
sible to untlersta~irl more than an ouotrsionul wortl or pllrnse in theso 
rhapsotlical co~npositions. -4 conlp:~rison of the two veraions sl~uws 
how little they were understood by tlio soribos tl~erusolves. 

Cf. do immarchor chdre, Wb. 6 a 6.  



I 1 2  The Expulsion of the Dessi. 

Na' denid,' a r  Oengus, ' nadimfacbaid-se2 m'oenur ! RO- 
forbia3 da trian ill' tire a r ;~gla infem.Vemthus?o  for 
clannaib for mo chlainn-se CO brath. Ocus n ~ o  chlann-sa 
do dul i cath 7 hi crich ria each 7 do bith fodeoid ic 
tudecht a c r i ~ h . ~  Ocus CO n-irglantar tir remib.d W~ach- 
in~facbaid-se !' Dorigset ' iarum anisin 7 dobrethaI0 fir" 
fris . i . fir ciche 7 gruaide,, nilne 7 talmnn, gre'ne 7 esca, 
drucllta 7 daithe, lnara 7 tire. 

11. Luid Eochaid mac Arttchuirp dar muir cona 
chlaind hi crich Demed," conid a m  atbntliatar13 a maic 7 a 
h i .  Conid dib cenel Crimtllaind  all^,'^ diata Tualodor 
mac Rigin rnaic Catacuind maic Caittienn maic Clotenn 
maic N a e  maic Artuir rnaic Retlieoir maic Congair maic 
Gartbuir maic Alchoil maic Trestin lnaic Aeda Brosc nlaic 
Corath maic Ecllach Allnuir ~naic Arttchuirp.13 

12. Dobert Cormac h4a Cuind breic im [d]a milid 
Oengusa ind rig1' . i . Grainne 7 Moinne, diatatI7 Granraige 
7 Moinrige. AtberthiId uad fri cecl~tar de i n-ecmais'braile: 
' I s  bec do brig lat rig, n Grainne.'O Ni tabar hi cosmailius 
fri Moinne nGall.21 Asbered a chummat cetna fri Moinne. 
E t  asbeir side fri Oengus : 'Dia nomtliabarthar-sa" hi 

l nach nacharnfacbaid-si robarbiat 0na.L aran- 
glnnfain "t$ essi corroglanti~r tir ddib dogniat 
l0  dobretha with punctzrm delens under a-L. " fer add. L. 
l 2  Demeth '3 robo rnarbh 7 IWCmthnin nlle " Taulodar 
mac Rigind rnic Catien rnic Clothienn rnic No6 nlic Artuir rnic Pctuir 
nlic Congair rnic Goirtiben rnic Alcon mic Tresund mic Aeda rnic 
Rrosc rnic Corach niic Echtlach Allmair mic Airtchuirp. br&c im 
dunuth oenguill ind rig (sic) l7 diata asbreth l 9  i n-ecndnirg 
(corrected out of ecndairt) a Granfir co n-drbrad hi cosmailius 
fri MBinne nGall '"ia norntarta-sa 



Yon shall have two thirds of the'land which we s l d l  clcar, 
precedence to your cliilclren over my own chilclren till 
Doom, and my own children to  go to bnttle and across the 
border before every one, and to he tlie last to collie out 
of tlie enemy's land. And they shall clear the land before 
you. DO not leave me!' Then they clicl tlist, and truth 
was pledged for it, to wit, truth of breast and clleek, of 
heaven and earth, of sun and moon, of dew and drop, of 
sea and land. 

11. Eochaid, son of Artchorp, went over sea with his 
descendants into the territory of Denied, ancl i t  is tltere 
tllnt his sons and grnndsons died. And fro111 tlieln is the 
race of Crimtlmnn over there, of which is Teudor son of 
Regin, son of Catgocaun, son of Catl~eu, son of Clotcn, 
son of Nougoy, son of Arthur, son of Petr, son of Cincar, 
son of Guortepir, son of Aircol, son of Tripliun, son of 
Bed Brosc,' son of Corath, son of Eochaid Alln~uir, son of 
Artchorp. 

12. Cormac, the grandson of Conn, played a trick 
upon two soldiers of Oengus tlie King, to wit, Griliuiie ant1 
Moinne, from wlloin Granrnige a r~d  DIoinrige are so c;dc.d. 
He caused i t  to be said to either of tllcnl ill the al)scnce of 
the other : cSniall is thy esteem with thy king, 0 Graimle. 
Thou art  not cleeined worthy to be con~pared to lSloilil~e 
the Gall.' The same thing was said to Noinlle. Tlien 
the latter said to Oengus: 'If I am put in co~llyariaon 
with Grainne, I sliall put this spear tllroug.11 thee.' When 
Cormac knew the order of the watch wllicli would come 

' As Zimmor has shown (Nennizcs I'ind., p. 88) this is tlro Ewein 
Vroisc of Teildus' petligrce in tlto Jcsus Collcgo hlS. 20, fo. 356. 
have restored tho Wolvli forms of tlto iimnos i~coortliug to ~ ~ I I W U I I I I W ' Y  
Irltlexes to Old-Wclult Gcnualogicu, Airchiu. fur. c e l t .  Lr.ciX.oyrwpllie, 
i ,  pp. 187-212. 
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cubes fri Grainne, dobh-sa in sleig se triut-su.' 0 rafitir 
Corinac ord i ~ i ~  lluire dodasicfacl a, uclis i n-oenaiclclii 
iinrnoalle. It he rotlieilcset slog f i~ i r  inna dun 7 roilgeguin 
indara de 7 roort innc ;L brat11;~r 'moalle fris.' 

13. Dosbrrt Crimthai~n i 11-Ard Ladrann iarsain. E t  
d[o]coirsetar illaic Cr in~tha i ,~  cocatl frisira Deisse' . i .  Eochu, 
is e rogab doib ill ndarbre cona fronaib (sic) 7 doscartsi~t 
im-maidm as lli t ir  n-Osairge. 

14. Zmaittreib doib alla aniar hi Coinmur Tri n-Usce 
hir-rind tire T i g e r n a i c l l . ~ r d o s f a i c c e ~ i  Osra,iye matan 
inocl~ iar ~lcleiiarn a n-aittreib.' (1s  mili tige 7 mile 
ndetl~ach ani tllall,' a r  se. Is de asbe~ar  Mil idacl~.~ 
Gebtait forn (sic). Atasaigicl hi tenid, loisciti~ a nhuile 
aittreba7 7 nistalla leu t h r  iarsui~1iu.j D~loingset  as 7 
do thega t  iar" inuir siar, CO n-gubsat i nHirc11uilind tiiw.1° 

15. [fo. 72b, 21 Isind aimsir sin ba nlarb ben Oengusa 
maic Naclfraicl~ rig Caisil", e t  dot11a:t nech uad do 
thochmarc na hingine cucco, a r  rob= Eithne inoalle friu- 
som tlliar. Atrogcll Oei~gus a tri  rinnroiec di. B d a r  se 
a tri  rindroisc . i . fi~itl~clii  Chaissil12 o Luaisc CO Caissel do 

' A r  rditir Corrnac ortl n-airo nachomrnaitethe rofitir donticfad 
oonatlaig iliinlele aide. Toll6icsut slog fair inna (1611 7 geguin iudele 
he 7 lniirt rnnc a brnthar imnielke. Inn uilir ropo mar11 Crili~tli:m 
111nc Ceirselrriy, tloge~~silt Lagin C O C C ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ I I - S O I U .  0 roiitir Osseirge 
in~marthrub :die aiiial. fri Coniur tri  11-IJisci ir-rid tire Ecllc~ch 
' atchi atruil) G IY mile tige arii thdl, ol se, conid desin 
rohainmniged Militllilch. liuilo ill att-[fo. 100b 21 ruib ' nistall 
thnir liisuitliu Qlothiagat t u  lU tiar tliess " Iii Cnisiul. 
Ardrig Caisil 7 Munla~i liesitlc " Is nio inrasc-sa B r n  01 si, 
f;titliclii Chaisil. 



to  thein on t h e  same night  together. . . . . l  'Tis 
they who let in a liost upon hi111 iu  his fortress, a d  one 
of them wouuded hi111, a n d  his brother 's  son wits slain 
together with 11im 

1%. 'l ' llere~q~on Criint , l~ann sent  them into Ard  
Ladr i~nn.  h l c l  d t e r  t,he cleat11 of Critutliann, his sons 
made war upon tlie Dessi ; and one of t l~e ln ,  Eochu, took 
t h e  O : L ~  with i ts  roots t o  t l ~ e ~ i i . ~  And in :L rout  they drove 
them out  in to  the Ia11d of Ossory." 

14. There  i u  tlie eas t  Ly the  lneeting of t h e  Three  
Waters4 on i L  point of t h e  l a i d  of Tigel.uacll911ey dwelt. 
Early one morning, a f t e r  they 1i:id built their  dwel- 
lings, t h e  K i n g  of OSSO~Y S;LW t l lel~l .  cYoiider,' he  said, 
' a re  a tllousancl l~ouses  (mile tip) ant1 a t11ous;uid 
smokes.' Hence i14iledachc is so-called. 11e put  fire 
to them,' and  all thei r  dwellings are  burnt.  After t h t  
there was no place for  then1 i n  t h e  e m t  t o  s h ~ y  in. 
They fared for th  and  went a long t h e  sea westward until 
they settled in Ircliuileim in t h e  (soutli-)west. 

15. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  wife of Oengus son of Nuclfr:~iel~, 
King  of C'asllel, died, a n d  a messenger was swt  by  liim t o  
t h e  Dessi t o  woo t h e  ln i~ ide i~  Et,lme, for  she l i d  heeu with 
t l ~ e u i  in  t l ~ e  west. Ocngus pronliscd Iler three wisl~es. 
These were her t h e e  wishes, t o  wit, t h a t  t h e  mcaclow l a d  

Something seems omitted here. 
e This secn~s all id ion^, wliicll I cannot expl;lin. Cf. crotl~ais dQib 

tlairbw ncl;~11, I).. Ilk.rte, i, p. 108, 1. 
T h e  alicielit kijqtlonl of Osvory conlprivetl nearly the w l ~ o l ~  of 

the present co1111ty Jiillicjiny as wcll ;LS the  b;m)iliou of U p p r  \Voutln, 
C l ; ~ n ~ l u ~ ~ g l ~  ant1 C l i ~ ~ ~ ~ d l a ~ l i  i n  Q I ~ C ~ I I ' S  Co~lnty. 

Tlic ~i~ectilig of the rivers Suir, Nurc alitl lhrrow war  \Viltcrfortl. 
Eocl~u, L(ML 

G A pl;rc, nc:w tho Meeting of the Tl~reo Waters. Cf. colillnor 
irnmar Milidacll, LL. 44 b 9. 

Cf. aclnclitatnr in cricl~ Ii i  tenid, LU. 65 a 12. 
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thabairt di 7 a maitliriu do airisem ann. E t  in cenel 
nothogfaitis' do aurglunad rempu 7 a dilsi doib in tiri sin. 
E t  cornsaire doib frisna teora Heoganacllta Mur~iun . i . 
E [o] go i~ac l~ t  Rt~ithlind 7 Eogunacl~t Lochs Lein 7 Eoganacht 
Hua, Fidgeinti' CO n-Huib Liathain. 

16. Togai tqarum na Deisse Osairgi do aurglanad 
rempu' 7 do chocttd' friu. Lotar da druid lasna Deisse . i . 
D r o n g h t  Cecht.' Rae dano drui Is Hosailyiu . i . Dil 
mac Hui Clirecca, 7 roptar daltai doside druid na n-Deisse. 
Dobertsat na Deisse secht catlla do Osairyib 7 romaidset 
na secht catlia sin ria n-Osairyi forsna Deissibd hi Lethet 
Laidcind i n-Ard Chatha." 

17. Dobreth Eithne Uathach iarsin comairle dia 
meitlire . i . dulal%o cenn udclloinairc Mumun, CO fath- 
brithemain" Casil, co [Lugaicl] Laigcle Cosc, conid he 
roscobsir tria g a s  7 trebaire." Ba he ba brithem do 
Chorccu Laigde. Ar robd3  imthus do" Chorccu Laigdi 7 do 
Eogi~naclit hi Caissinl" . i . intan nobicl ri c10 Chorccu 
Laigtli, nobid britlicin do Eoganacht. Oengus mac Nad- 
fraicli ba ri in tan sin 7 Lugaid Laigdi Coscl 'ba brithem. 

I tlongoetnis comsocre doib fri rig teora ' ndEoganachta 
Muman .i. ri R;rithliiid 7 ri Lodlrie 7 ri hliatl (sic) Fidgenti togcliitar 
' renibi "10 chath Wnroch ' tlo sil mttccu Crecca add. L. 

for na DBisso 5 1  lcitli L:~tlcintl . i . Art. Asberat araile is 
xxx. cath '' I s  ant1 airlestar Etline IIuatliach tloiia n6isib dia 
haitib clul doib brithem l' Luigitli Core (sic), is he notlairlestar 
ar a gais 7 ar a tlirebairi. l3 ata. l "  otir l" o aiiiisir DQriiio 7 
Derctllillo, a britl~e~uiia do clilaiitlaib Luightlech 7 rigi do clilniitloib 
Augluru (sic), rigi tl:~im tlo c1rl;~iitlaib Luigtlecli 7 1)rithenlniis tlo 
c l ~ l i ~ ~ ~ t l o i b  AuIui~n, CO roirnchl:l lith ifectsa rige dogr8s 1 ; ~  clannaib 
[fo. 101 b l ]  i iuluin~ 7 brcit11e1ii1izis dogrds la claiitlaib Luighdoch. 
' 'Luigith Cosc. 



of Cashel from Luasc to Casllel be given to her, for her 
mother's kindred to dwell there, that  the tribe wliicli they 
would choose should clear the land before tlieni, wllicll 
should then belong to them; and that they slioultl be as 
free as the three Eoganaclit of Nunster, to wit, the Eogan- 
acht of Rititlllenn, the Eogi~nacllt of Locll Lcin and tlie 
Eoganacht of the Hui Fidgenti together with tlie IIui 
Liathain. 

16. Then the Dessi chose the people of Ossory to be 
cleared out before tllem arid to figlit against. Tliere were 
two druids with the Dessi, to  wit, Droiig and Ceclit; and 
there was also a druid with those of Ossory, Dil, the 
descendant of Crecca, and the druids of the Dcssi l i d  been 
foster-sons of his. The Dessi fought seven battles wit11 
the men of Ossory a t  Lethet Litidciud ill Ard C i ~ t l ~ i ~ , '  ill 
all of which they were routed by tlie ineu of Ossory. 

17. Then Ethne the Dread advised her nlotller's kins- 
folk to go to the chief counsellor of Muilster, the seer-jatlge 
of Cashel, Lugaid Laigde Cosc. He by liis wisdom a d  
prudence helped them. He wits judge to the Corco Lsig~li.  
For there had been an interchange between the Corco 
Laigdi and the Eoganacht' ill Casllel (from the tiiiie of 
Darfine and Derctlline), to wit, whenever illere was a l h g  
of the Corco Laigdi, there was a judge of the Ehgauaclit. 
Oengus, son of Nadfruich, wits king a t  t l d  t h e ,  niicl 
Lugaid Laigde Cosc was judge. 

Others say there were thirty battles.-Lcool. 

Between the chiltlren of Luguicl and the cliilclrcn of (Ailill) 0111111. 

--Laud. 



18. Tiagait ~naithi  na nDeisse 7 Eithue Huathacl~ leo 
co Lugaid' Cosc 7 asberat fris : 'Ronfoire' i ~ n  chobair 
d h 3  Rotbia tir linni dar a eisse cen cliis, cen chongabilil,' 
cen dunad, cell biathad, 7 ni thicfiun dar cert ar do clilaincl 
co brath.'"Naidmthirc fir n-Oengussa 7 fir 11-Fitllne 7 fir 
flatha na nDeisse fri sodsin. ' Congraid for ndruide 
dam-sa,' ar Lugaicl' Cosc, . i . Droch 7 Checht. Congraite~" 
do, et  dobretlla di rnuinnir . i . d ; ~  phaitt doib,"lit e lann 
do fin. Dobret,h cloib-siunl a tirib Gull 7 biad C d l  his,  a r  
ba mescnmail sobruige inti noch;~ithed.'" Berid in fricill" 
se do for n-aite 7 apraid fris a t  fo r  n-nithrig do clebaid fris.'" 
E t  berid tecoscl"ia ingin i u  n-01 ind film."' 

19. Dorigset andaid." E t  arfoiet Di l lVn fricill" 7 
roscar-som ind ingen 7 ro-oslaid in fuiriud renipu.'"all 
d i d k  in Dil.'' Rocl~o~nairc intl ingen db ar belaib a dalts 
isin tan ha mesc.'" A mo sruith,' ar ind ingen, ' im bia - tesargain" na nDeisse indorsa ?"' ' B i d  amrc,"hr Dil, 
'mad i n-urd turcbad grian foraib 7 nu robeotais 7 na 
roruibtis necli :inn. Ar inti b i f ~ ~ s  ? ~ t i  genfus lux11 do slog 
araile itnmarilcl~ ar  thus, noco )L-aittrefa in tir sin" co 



18. The nobles of the nessi, and Ethue the Drc~1d 
with thplii, went to Lugi~id Cosc and said to Iiinl: ' Ll(~lp 
US! Tliou sllalt have land with us for it  witllout reut, 
without seizure, without levy of host or foocl, 1101- 

shall we ever trespass aguinst thy ilcucel~cl;ruts.' Tlic 
truth of Oengus aud of Etl i i~e and of the p r i ~ ~ c c s  of the 
Dessi is pledged for this. 'Call your druids to nie,' said 
Lugaid Cosc, 'eveu Droch and Cecalit.' T h y  were called 
to  him, and they gave tliein two jars full of wine, w l~ ic l~  had 
been brought to them' from the ll~ntls of (;:LLI~, t o g : . ( ~ t h ~  
with food of G m l ;  for Ile \v110 wodcl eat, i111cl c l~i~i l i  i t  
would be intoxicatecl and sober (at t l ~ c  wule time). ' Ti11;e 
this gift to your tutor and say to hi111 tliut yc r c p c ~ t  of 
fighting against him. Ailcl 11e will iustruct his tlauo.l~t,rr 
after he has dru i~k the wine.' 

19. They did so. A d  Dil accepted the gift, and 
the girl divided i t  and opened (?) , . . . before 
tliem."il, however, was blind. Tl~cn,  when 11e WCIS 

drunk, the maiden asked him before 11is two foster-soils : 
'0 my venerable (father)' said she, 'will t l~e re  bc rescue 
for the Dessi now P' ' Indeed, there will be,' ~ i ~ i d  Dil, ' if 
the sun rise upou the111 ill battle-orcltlr i l l d  t l ~ c y  A y  ~ L I I C I  
wound no one. For he who will firbt slay or wound any 
one of the other llost to-uiorrow uloruil~g, ~ l l ; ~ l l  not 
inhabit this land till Doo~n.' 'Pcr11q)s t l~cre  will Ije no 

i.e., t o  Ocngi~s and Lupit l ,  as Rirwl. intlicatcu hy tlic inscrt io~~ of 
marks of referellcc over 11dih-siri~r~ ancl the two I I C L I I ~ U ~ .  

' I tlo not know what fowd or fiiiritid I I I ~ L ~  ~ I I U ~ L I I .  Pcrhi~pu it is 
O'C'lcry's ftiirecdh . i . rdlmir~~yilc~dil. 



1 2 0  . T h e  E x f u l s i o n  o f  the  Dessi. 

brath.' 'Bess ni hingnad anisin," ar ind ingen, ardaig 
CO cloistis na gilla. ' Dia mbeind hi camthecht na  
nDesse,' nodolbfaind9oin deirg do duiniu 7 nogonfaitis 
Osairgi, in boin sin."' 

20. Mosdhilet an  druidi cosna Deissib fochetoir 
fothuaid do Clmsiul 7 doberat na Dessi leo CO m-batar i 
n-urd matan niocll iitrnabarach.' Astnat tenid7 cairthind 
ann 7 foidit a diaid sair CO Hosairgib. TecaitWsairgi 
iariiru CO Hinneoin 7 fucuirthir la Dil na rorubtha 7 na 
robeoh nech dona Deissib a n n . D o 1 b a i t  dano druid na  
n-Deisse aithech1° hi ricllt bo dergce" . i . Dochet a anmain," 
a r  soire diit chlaind dogre's. Teit iarum ina ndail13 7 cot- 
meil fomib 7 giallaid gail 7 gonair forsind ath fri Indeoin 
aniar.'.' I s  de asberitr Ath Bo Deirge. Conid iarum 
adchonncatar CO mba" colann duine iariia guin. 

21. Maitte for Ossairgib siir CO Handobru" (sic) 7 
imsoat Ossuivgi a sa.in 7 doberat a mbiu" 7 am-marhu coema 
i n-airther R d h a  sair.ln Maidte foraib atllerruch o Andobur 

' Buss ni gontar em "ad mo bad chentl atlichomairc 
1aisri;r (sic) IXssib tiodoiltii~d nosgonfativ Ossirge. 
' l'ochumlnt iarsair~ in iln tlrliitli C Tosbemt co mha nlattin 

. f o r d )  i 11-urd : ~ t t i i t  tcnti * Totet [fo. 10lhB] Fouairtl~cr . 
o Dil nrna rogonta, nech ill111 tlonn D h i b  "' scn:rithech and dona 
DBisib l1 l U .  lVDochetli :r liainm '3 Tcit docliuni in 
tuhlm~ig snir l '  Citl dognitlier thiar iiiilossil, a gillai? or Dil. l'eno 
c10 fhtst6g 7 1x5 tlerg c10 tliclcutl forsin 114th aniar. Ni ha hi ma mbn, 
a r  se. Na goilnt ind fliir in boin, ar se. Novlecet soccu. Nosgonait 
$hi na 11-ech iarna oil1 7 lecit gair i m p  Cissi gAir so, a gillai ? or 
se. 11111s gill.li 01: g r ~ i i ~  na h. F u  fu :~mbi ! or s6. Mo charput dam! 
a r  se. A hortl slaitir Lndcoii~. l '  corbo G 1 1 1 o b o r  li beritt 
a n-nithbiu '* coi~tlicce nirthcr Rdtha Machutlmoe for br6 Andobor 
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slaying then,' said the girl, so that the young inen sl~oultl 
hear it. ' I f  I were in the company of the Dessi, I sl~oulcl 
by magic shape a man illto a red cow, so t l i i~ t  the 11iei1 of 

Ossory would bill that cow.' 
20. Forthwith the druids repair northward to Casliel to 

the Dessi and take the111 with them i11 bi~ttle-order early 
on the next morning. They light a fire of rowan tliere 
and send its smoke eastmud into Ossory. Tlierenpon the 
men of Ossory come to Jnneoin, and i t  was procli~iuied by 
Dil that no one of the Dessi should be slaiii or w~ll l~t led 
there. But the druids of the Dessi fornird old serf, 
Docheth by name, int,o the shape of a red (Iioriiless) cow, 
promising freedom to his descendunts for ever. T l ~ m  the 
cow went to encounter the ineii of Ossory m d  flii~gs 
herself upon them, ant1 . . . . .' and is killed a t  the 
ford2 westward of ~ Inneo in ,hhence  tlie Ford of the Rccl 
Cow is so called. And then they saw i t  wus the body of 
a man t,hat had been slain. 

21. The men of Ossory were routed eastward as far 
as the Andobur,' and tliere they t u r ~ i  aiid take t l~e i r  

' I do not  know what yinllnim ynil niay me:rn. As Strac1i;rn 
points out t o  me, tlic phrase saanis a corr~lpt iol~ of yri~lni~ti p i l ,  w l ~ i c l ~  
o c c ~ ~ r a  in Salt. na R m n ,  1. 6167. I m ~ t l  gives a iiiorc t1ot;rilt:tl ncooii~lt : 
' Wh:~t  arc) they doing in tlic west now, niy 1;rtls 'i ' s;ritl Ilil. T l~cy  
are kindlii~g a firc ant1 le t t i i~g a retl cow illto tlie fort1 from tlic west.' 
'That  is not  my work. Do not lot tlie moll kill tlic cow ! ' saitl 11". 
T h y  let her go past them. I<ut the horse-boys l~cl~iii t l  their 1);rck 
kill her ant1 raise a, shout. ' What sliout is that, 1ny 1;rtls ? '  s;ritl nil .  
The horseboys are slaying the cow.' ' Woo is nic ! ' s;ritl Dil. 
' Bring me my cllariut.' 

a This must bc a ford on the  river Suir. 
41so called Intleoin nn n Ddssi, now h111llach Iiitleon;r, a townl;~ntl 

ncar Clonmel. See O'Don. FM. A.D.  853. 
' This I take t o  bo the  river i ln~ ic r ,  a trilmtary of thc Suir, co. 

Tipperary. It is cnlletl Aniidir 1)y Ketrting (f;rcelic T,e[lycte &r,i.rics of 

Irish Te.zts, I, p. 204). 
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co Lainnen.' Na, hotllurbi2 forhcabsat Ossai~gi i 
11-airthiur Ratha rosgegnntnr' na Dssse oc tintud' anair. 
Is cle atlt Belach n-Eca iar' fiul Ratha. 

22, Rannait iaram ~la .  Dcssi i cetrib rannaib r ~ a ,  t,iri 
sin."ach clanu turitid in cethri~maid sin, nta a chnit 
isin tir.7 COCCA toirgi las~lai Dcssib, ii .XXU.' [fo. 73&, l] 
dib tarthatar raincl 7 a .xsu.\ilc niL" tarthatar 7 is donn 
toirgib sin is aiiun Dessi, ar  i t  e fil fo ahis'" 7 dligucl 7 
botllnchas" niLnDeisseX dons Haithib . i . do I)i~il Eiachach 
Suidge 7 ni hainm doib-side Deisse. Cach' ' longss trs rofitir 
E i t l l ~ ~ e  H u ~ L ~ ~ ~ ( c c ~ L  l i ~  Herind closreclaln' ' cosnn Dcisse, fobith 
nodigbaitis" Dal Fiachach Buiclge isn;~" ci~thaib iucncib. 

23. Do t.hoirgib na nDessi inso sis. 
Dubert17 Seinuinl%di Ultaib cucu, dintat Semuiue."' 

Dobest cuco Nemungin" di Hwithnib  . 1 . diatat Nechtltrge. 

conod hi sein in choicrich co hrath etir nct Deisi 7 Osseirge. Bm:d 
OSS~L, is an~lili(l ror:~thati~r ass. Is tle ata Ossoirgi forail) 7 rtrf;~itlraigset 
iia Desi inim tir oo bri~th. ' nn 11oth:~ir 3 11osgegnat:w h- 
pud ' hi ' Romit  a cetrui~~tl  tire hi seiii Nnch thine 



wounded :1nd tlwir dead noldcs into the f r o ~ ~ t  part of Ratli 
&Iil:tcl~utl~lloe' (on tlw h 1 1 c  of the dntl~1)ur) in tl1~1 ei~.st. 
Agtiii they were routecl fro111 the Allclohr to the 
Lainnen,' (which is the boundary between the nessi i ~ ~ l d  
the men of Ossory till do on^. Tliey ran away like deer 
(ossu).) As the Dcssi were retunling from the east t h y  
killed the wounded inei~ W ~ I O ~ I I  those of Oss~ry  11i1;l left 
behind in the front part of the fortress. I I e lm tllc Road 
of Death along the front%f the fortress is so cdlecl. 

2 2 .  Tl~crcupon the Dessi divide those lauds into four 
parts. Each family which C:LIIIA illto this first division has 
its share in the land. There are fifty septs allmug t l ~ c  
Dessi, of wl~oin twenty-five got :L s11;1re, while the other 
twenty-five did not;  and the former arc c:dlcd DCMS~, for 
it is they who are under rent and li~w a d  hut-tax' to tlie 
princes, viz. to the Division of Fiacl~u Suitlge, a i ~ d  the 
li~tter are not called Dessi. Every exiled lm~cl, l~owevcr, 
of wllicl~ Ethne the Dread Lnew in Irelmd, s l ~ c  g a t l ~ e ~ e d  
to the Dessi, because the Division of Piucllu Suidge 1 1 d  
been dinlinished in so inany battles. 

23. Of the scpts of the Dessi. 
She brought Semon (sou of Oengus, son of Ccltcliar, son 

of Utl~ecliar) of the men of Ulster to thein (witll 150 
men) from wl~orn are the Seinuine.' 

She brought to tllein Ne~nongen (son of Nccl~tali) of the 
Uaithni, wit11 fifty men, from wliow are the Nechtarge. 
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Dobert' cuco t r i  macco Lugdach' Cosca britheman Corco 
Laigdi a Cassiul. 1 ." 

Tri cho'icait dano do thrib maccaib Oengusa inaic Derbchon. 
mccic Cormaic ~ l [ i ] :~ t , a i ,  de quibus Rlechain." 

Coeca do maccaib Feideilinid ~rurir,"e quibusG Bruirige. 

Coeca do maccaib Odro,' de quibus Odraige." 

Nonbur di maccaib Ditlla do Ernaib, de quibus" Corco 
Ditha. 

Cet ltuch luid Bet~ta in t-ecesl di Ultaib, de q u o V e n t -  
raige. 

Nonbur do n~accaib Conaill maic Neill, de quo"Condrige.'" 

Nonbur do lnaccaib Suird lnaic Rlugdorntu Duib, de quo 
Sordraige." 

Nonbur do maccaib Rlunigbl~  lnaic Mugdornae Duib," de 
quibusWuibrige. Rlaic ingine Briuin in sin. 

. ix . do maccaib Rlugdornce ~ e r b j i r  do Chairige." 

. ix . do maccaib Laidir mnic Firchi do Ladraige." 

Tri nonbuir do Oengus Firgabra: mac Conaire maic Rlessi 
Buachalla do Gabraige." 
' Dobeir Luigtlcuh Tri clioicait lin Sunioin, cbicn lin 

maccu Luip,dcch, coica lin n w x u  Neinongin. Coica Iaxh do 
maccaib Oengusa Dnrcon nlaic Col.~unicc ~ u l f ~ t i ~  tlnl ri~aic 
Con. " Feitllinlthi Bruirir dinta ' Bru 116 

Odro R. di IIultilib crdtl. L. Odiige g CBt lcech 
liil hue maic I3intl intl ecis '' Conrige " Soirt mnic Doirna 
dinta Sortlirige l i  Milintlig1)lm 111uic Maugdornx diata Loch 
Muiutlig &i tirih Mnrigt1or~~a: l 3  No~ibur do ~nctccaib Ccrir nlaic 
Mugdorna diata Ciarraige. l' Nolibur do maccnib Latfir diatat 
Lattrige . i . nlaic fiir Ceoch l"  d i a h t  Gabrige 
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She brought to them the three sons of Lugaid Cosc, judge 
of the Corco Laigcli, from Casliel, with fifty inen. 

Next,, 150 men of the t h e e  soils of Oeilgus, son of 
Derbchu (Oengus Di~rcliu), son of Coriiiac Ulfiita, cle 
quibus Mecliain (DC1 Maic Cl~on) . 

Fifty men of the sons of Fedilinid Brufer, cle quibus 
Brurige. 

Fifty men of the sons of Odro, from Ulster, de quibus 
Odraige. 

Nine men of the sons of Dith, of the Erainn, cle quibus 
Corco Pitha. 

A hundred warriors was the number of the desccildmts of 
Bcnta (MW Bind), the poet from Ulster, de quo neutraige. 

Nine men of the sons of Conall, soii of Niall, cle yuo 
Condraige. 

Nine men of the sons of Sord, son of Mugclorna Dub,' du 
quo Sordraige. 

Nine men of the sons of Mundechbl~, '  son of Mugdorna 
Dub, (from whoin Loch Muilldig' in the lai~cls of the 
Mugdoirn' is so called), de quibus Dubrige. Tlieso ;Ire 
the soiis of Briun's daughter. 

Nine nien of the soiis of Cerbfer (Cerir), sou of Nugdorua, 
from whom are the Ciarmige (Cairige). 

Nine nlen of the sons of Littfer, soii of Eer Ceocli, froill 
whom are the Latriige. 

Three times nine incii of Oengus Firgabra, son of Conaire, 
son of Mess Buachalla, froin whom are the Glabr:~igc. 

' H e  w;s the son of Colla Menn. 

' Cf. Muntlecliblai and hlu~itluclidu~l), LT,. %?8rc 13. 

Cf. IIinc Loch I)eniuntlecli hi tirib Blngtlorno, LL. 327h. 

4 From than  the present barony of Croniorne (Cricli hhgtlorn), 
CO. M-maghan, takes its name. 
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. ix . do Afir do Ernaib do Uraige.' 

. ix . do ~ i r  M e m  lnac Cuscrilid Mind Macha inaic Con- 
chobuir do Mennraige. 

. ix . do mac' Qlasschaich maic M o p  Ruith do 
Rodraige." 

Tri nonbuir do Ocngus Chrcca' mac Cowllobuir h l ~ l  iliaic 
FormaA' di Ultaib. I s  e noclirecad goob hi Telnair. 
A quo Crecraige. 

Binne 7 Eoch id  C6en7 do Bintrige 7 do Choenrige. 
Nonbur doib. 

. ix . do Naitliir lnnc Fircheich do Natlirnige.' 

. ix . do ~udf: i r \ lo  Laignib do Nudraige.'" 

. ix . do inaccaib Bh i t  do Blat8rsige.l1 

. ix . do ~ i n d k i r  mac Bairrcl~e do Nindrige." 

. ix . do k i u r ~ u i d e  a r  Sid ar  Ecinen do Ludraige.'" 

. ix . do ~hacr'fir" di Chruitlinib do Chtrige.15 

Tri nonbuir do tlirib maccaib ~ o n n i i r  do Bonnraige.'" 

. ix . do Luthor mac Arda do Luthraige." 

. ix . do Blotchoin" di Bretnaib do Blotraige.'" 

' Nonhor di IInurir do IIernaib cliata Aurigo ' maccaib L. 
Roithrige ' Crece ' Miil maic Formail b LI ,.. cc 

gai ' Cocne ' Nothir ~ n c ~  i'irccocll diuta Notluiqe 
Wutl i r  " cliat;~ N~ldripc " I<latll~ig tliata Iilatlnigc 
l 2  L. o m l s  th i spniwgrq~h.  l' 1iiSitl ; ~ r  Fcnlon ~ l i  llultaib nad i~icidi~cl~t  

. tliata Luitlrige " Culir l' tliat:~ Cclrigi lU 'l'ri niaic Boilltliir 
buucllala Eithne clinta liocntlrige Noihw [do] Libw mctc Arta 
dinta Lubrige. l' 1316tl~cl1nm 'Qliirta Blocirige 
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Nine men of Aurir of the Erainn, froin wlioni are tlie Aurige. 
Nine lileii of Fer 14e1ii1, soil of Cuscraitl 1leni1 of Blacl~a, 

son of Concllobor, Sroiii wlioin arc the Dlenilraige.' 
Nine men of the son (sons) of Gli~scllacli, soil of Mug Ruitli 

from whoill are the lloclraige. 
Three tiiiies n i i~e  iiieri of Ocngus Crece, son of Colichobor 

Mael, son of Pal-ulael, of the nien of Ulster-'tis he who 
sold spears in T~ra-a  quo Crecraige. 

Biime nncl Eochaid Coen, froin 1~110111 are the Bintrige and 
Coei~rige. They were nine. 

Nine iner1 of Notl~ir, soil of Fer Ceocli, froin wlioin are tlie 
Nothrige. 

Nine inell of Nudfer froin Leiiister, from whoin are the 
Nudsaige. 

Nine inell of the sons of Ha t ,  froin whoill are the 131at- 
raige. 

Nine men of Nindfer, son of Bairclie, fro111 whoin are the 
Ninclrige. 

Nine men of FerLuide from Sid a r  Feinun, from wlionl are 
the Luclraige. 

Nine men of Ci~erfer (Celii-) of the Picts, from whoin are 
the Caerige (Celrige) . 

Three times nine luen of the t h e e  soils of Bonnfer (the 
cowhercl of Etlme), froin 1v11oin are the Boinirige. 

Nine men of Lut l~or  (Liber), son of Art, froin ~11o111 are 
tlie Luthraige (Luburige) . 

Nine inen of I3lotcliu of tlie Britons, froni ~ l i o i n  are the 
Blotrige. 
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. ix . do Grutbit mac Dubain do Grutbrige.' 

. ix . do mac Buidb' do Bodbrige. 

. ix . do mac Grinnir do Ultaib do Grinnrige." 

. ix . do Gallaib do Muinrige im mac Muinmind.' 

. ix . do Maine mac Cuinrige." 

. ix . do mac Diiniiiri do ~ a r k n i u  do Chorco Dimaine." 

. ix . do macco E n i ~ z  Uniclie di Gallaib do Chorcco U n i ~ l i e . ~  

CoecaVo Glasschatt mac Ailella Auluim di Chatjtjraige." 

Coeca do trib iilaccaib Mathrach inaic Ailella Auluimb do 
Dal inaic Cuirb.lo 

Coeca Tidil" maic Ailella Auluim do Dal Tidil Cicliich forsa 
mbatar . iii . cicheich.'" 

. ix . do MagnethlWall do dal Magned.'" 

. ix , Michoil do '~a i rkn [ i ]  u di Dal Michoil." 

1 Gnbrith mnccu BuBn diata Gubtrige a do mnccaib Botlb 
3 Grrin tliata Grrtnrige tli IIultaib ' L. ontits this pnrngrnph. 

do mnc Ainiu mrtic Cuirir diata Cuirrige C D i m h i  di Darin 
dia-[fo. 101 a 21 th Corco Din Entli Uiniclie cliatat Corco 
IJuiniche c10 Gallail) T o i c a  fcr !' tliata Catrige. 
'O hfatllmch innic Ailolla Auluini. Ingen h p i r  a mitthair, diata 
dnl hltrtlilmh. C6ica cl'liib mrtic: Cuirp mccic Ailellir hulnim t1i;rt;it (161 
mnic Cuirp. " c6ica di huib Ditlil. " (151 Didil c& cige forsarabi. 
l 3  bfaign61i 'I Mecllon mac Dare di Darine diata d&l Mechon 



Nine men of Grutbit (Gubrith maccu Buen), son of 
Duban, from wlioill are the Urutbrige (Qu1)trige). 

Nine men of the son of 13odb, from wlioin are the Bocl1~- 
rige. 

Nine men of the son of Grinner (Gran) of Ulster, fro111 
wl~oin are the Grinnrige (Brimrige). 

L, 

Nine Gauls of Mninrige with the son of Muininentl. 
Nine men of Maine (of the Son of Ail~iu, soil of Cuiwr) 

from whom are the Cuirrige. 
Nine men of the son of Dinlain of Darfi~le, fronl wl~oin 

are the Corco Diinaine. 
Nine nien of the descencli~nt of Enne Unicllc of tlle Gi~ulo, F 

from whoin are the Corco Unicl~e. 
Fifty men of Gli~scll:~tt,' son of Ailell Aulom, from wl~oin 

are the Ci~t t~a ige .  
Fifty men of the three sons of Matliri,' son of Ailill Aulo~n 

(Fergair's claugl~ter was their niotlier), from wl~oill are 
the Di l  Matllrt~ch. Fifty nien of the ( l ~ ' s ~ e n d ; ~ n t s  of 
Mac Corp, soil of Ailill Anloin), froin wh0111 t ~ r e  tllc Dt'11 
Maic Cliuirp. 

Fifty rnen of Tidel, son of Ailill Aulom, fro111 wlion~ are 
tlie D61 Tidil Cicllich, on wllom were tl~rcle (a I~untlrcd) 
teats. 

Nine men of Magnet11 (Maignen) the Gml ,  from wllonl 
are tlle D i l  Magned (Maigncn). 

Nine men of Michol (Meclion, son of Dare) from Darfii~e, 
from whom are the Dlil RIicl~oil (Mecllon). 

' He is cnlletl Glass Cnthn, ant1 his tlescentltmts C;ithruige i n  
LL. 3196. 

He is called Mathreth, and his tlescendnnts nil RIntlir;~ in 
LL. 3196. 

K 
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Tri nonbuir do maccaib Dorchon mnic Huair do Dal 
Dorchon.' 

Tr i  nonbuir do maccaib Luigne2 di Ernaib do D d  Luigni. 

Coeca do trib innccaib Nuidni innic Conrui do Dal Nuidni.' 

. ix . do trib inaccaib Nia,mdz di Dal Niamdz.' 

. xi . do Loiscniu mac C'uinniath do Dal Loscind." 

Tri legea Eithiie Huatliaig dinta Dal Niathlega.' 

Tri maic Moga Cainticli do D d  Mogaide." 

Tri mnic Cairinne cerdda do Uherdraige." 

Lzmman" niac Niathaig inaic Briuin, is e cetnagaibed 
giallu Ferchair. Fathbrithein. 

Czchros mac Piaich cetarogaib cath n-lncle do laim." 

24. Teora hingena Ernbraincl, Me11 7 Belge" 7 Cinnu, 
clocl~uatar CO Criinthann" :L triur, cuch h*" i ndiaid araile. 
Sil Mella o Meill. H,& Bcilge o Beilge." Eithne nainnia 

' ruc C'innu do.'" 
25. 0 doluid iaruin'' Corbmac asa rigel' iarna gollad" 

do Oengus mac Artchuirp, gab& Carpre Liphechar in2' 

l L. omits this pnrr(grrq,h. ' d'uib Luigni Leithduib Noidnc 
diata tlal Nuitlri . i . mnie Chonrd nltric 1 h e  * Nimde diats d d  
Nimde ' Luiscniu ~ncrc Cumlenath di:ita d d  Luiscni "" . 111 . 
l i~ig~i i  Rii~thlego (s ic )  "ACugo rnnic Cnthig c1i;~ta dal Mugith. 
V r i  mnic Armo ccrdn tliatat Cerdri~igo L m l h  l '  rogab 
giallu For n&ir rol)o brithem roiilni ci~ich Ros mac Fbice cetnaragaih 
cath nlntlitle tlo 1:iim l 2  Belc l J  Crimthan l 1  dib 'j  Selc 
l "  conitl hi sitlc tl;~lta II;L nDBisi g rl. add. L. l 7  t ra  '"igu '%hiLichad 
'O o m  L. 
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Three times nine men of the sons of Dorcht~, son of Uar, 
from who111 are the D61 Dorchon. 

Three times nine men of tlre sons Luigne (Lctlld~ib) of t l ~ e  
Erainn, from whom are the Dtil Luigni. 

Fifty men of the three sons of Nuidne, son of Curoi (son 
of Dlire), from whom are the DJ1 Nuidni. 

Nine men of the three sons of Niamda (Ni~nde) from whoin 
are the DL1 Nianlda (Nimcle). 

Nine men of Loiscne (Luiscniu) son of Oainnia ( C u ~ ~ ~ c n a t l ~ ) ,  
from whom are the Diil Loscind (Luisclii). 

Three leeches of Ethne the Dread, from whom :we the 
D&l Niathlega. 

Three sons of Mug Caintech (son of Cuthech), from whom 
are the D&l Mognicle (Mugith). 

Three sons of Cairinne (Arlue) Cercl, from whom are the 
Cerdraige.' 

Laemman, son of Niathach, son of Rriun, 'tis he who first 
took hostages of the Fir Gair.' H e  was a seer-jutlge. 

Caecllros, son of F i d ~  (Feice), who first pleclg,etl the 
battalion of Inde (P). 

24. The three daughters of Ernbrand, Me11 ancl Relc 
and Cinniu were all three nmrrietl to C r i n ~ t h ; u ~ i ~ ,  olle 
after another. Fro111 Me11 are the Sil hlellii, f r o ~ u  Relc tllc 
Hui Beilce. Cinniu bore Ethne only to 11iiu. 

25. Now, when Cormac, after having bee11 blinded by 
Oengus, son of Artcllorp, gave up his ki l~gsl~ip,  Cnrpre 
Lifechar took the governnlent in the place of his father. 
This is what he practised every day before his father: he 
would put two fingers around the tusk-Idled sword m d  

1 .4 different account of the origin of t ho  Ccrc1r;ligo T~~ilclie Gossa 
will be fonnd in O'Cnrry's Lcct~,rc.s, iii, p. 207, fro111 LL. 320 f. 

The Fir Bair wero tlcscc~~tlmts of Brew mac .Irtchuirp. Ace 
LL. 3886. 

K 2 
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flaifh ar  beluib a athar. Is  i abairt dognidl Cormac ar a 
belaib cacl~ dia . i . dobered a da iner iin~nun colg' ndet 7 
a mer hiVimchu1 lainne in sceith. Is &(l noinchoisced 
sain, slaidi mui [n] f ire Cairpre iinmun mBom [n] sanchan 
[fo. 73 a 21 . i . (10 cacli leitll.' Is dc doloinsiclrV~i crich 
Lagen. 0 rabi" Fiacllu Sraipfirre 7 Colla Huais' 7 Colla 
Mend do Mugdorncciby rig nn nDeisse? i . Brecc Inuc 
Arttclluirp, rochartsat Laigen (sic) uaitl'" siar for Corninur 
t,rian in tsluaig. Tuait do Cllassiul do chuii~gid chobrad o 
Oengus. Is nnnsin 1 1 1 ~ r b i ~ i ~  Fedelmid Clw inc~cl~ul Braichte 
7 Anlathe inuc Eogoiii i n-E'tarbaine. Is de ata Cam 
m Brigti ingenl' Dli1)tllaich nmic Duib inuic Lugdach di 
Oltaib. 

26. I n  t r im iarum doluid atuilid, hit e turcaibset inn 
ingin . i . R i t h i  Uatllt~ch iligen Crimtl~ai~zn. Modle 
longsigsrt Osairgi 7 Corco Luigtli, ar i t  he bntar ech- ech-. 
Ar gabsat o Clloinmur tri 11-usce co Birra Lagen, i inbatar 
hi tir Osairye, co Heochair simir. Is de ata Ath Fotllart 
7 Daire Lrtgen la Hossai~gi. Is inund xi~nser hi lotar" na 
Deisse for C*;~bl.uan" 7 E'clnc for Yid &Tar 7 FothairtCL for 
Gabruun sail.. Ar rob;~tRr Fothairt for longiis iar 
nGabranl' iar nguin E c l ~ n d ~  Do~nplrn inuic Carpre Liph- 
echair do Sarniadl\~ncru C'irbI7 bratllair Broliaicl~ do 
~o t l l a r t a i  b." 

l ba si a In-tt11 (sic) clognind c d g  om. in- 
rochosecht troso t lmi slatli i n n i ~ ~ t i ~ ~ u  Coir111.i sainchan irnrnou R6intl 
tli cauhlcith ' tlolongc+t " 110 t.ohith arna r3gqpi11 Contll:~ 
ITos (sic) tlintnt IThi nwic Giii~is diiltilt Mngi1om:u "£0. 102 
a 21 geognaitir ri II:L 11DBisi l" 1cg. Li~igin ~ u i d i h  11 leg. 
iilgine '9 tn l :~tar  l 3  < ~ i h r ; m  'l Fotl1a1.t l '  Pothart  iar 
longis for Gt~l)ran '"~elllini~ith Coiupri " d i a h t  FIui 
Hrunaich la B'otllorta, 7 rl. 



one-finger around the boss of t h r  sl~ield. 111 that way Ire 
was instructed to &t,y tlre people of Carpre on ci t l~er  sitlc 
of the Boyne. Hence t h y  wcilt into csilc illto the tcwi- 
tory of Leii~ster. After E'iacl~u Sruil)til~e m c l  C o l l ~  IJi~is 
and Colla Me1111 of the hlugdviru I d  s1;iiu the king of 

the Dessi, Brecc, son of Artclwrp, the r11c11 vt' Le i~~s tv r  
drove one third of the host westward to Uoniluur. Tlley 
sent to C:~sliel to ask help of Oellgus. "l'is there he l<illc:d 
Fedelmid Clar, the descei~clant of Hrigit aird Al~latJ~t), sol1 
of Eogan, in Etarbaine. Hence is tlle Cairn of Brigit, 
daughter of Dubtllacll, son of Dub, son of Lugaid, of 
Ulster.' 

26. Now, the third who calm f m n  tlre nortl~, 'tis 
they that  reared tlle innitlen Etl l l~e the Dread, the 
daughter of Crimth;inn. The Inell vf Ossory a11d tlre C:orcu 
Laigdi went into exile together, for t11t.y . . . . 
They took land fro111 the Meeting of tlrc Tliree Waters 
as far as Birr in Leinstcr. Wheu they were in the 1i1nt1 
of O~sory, as far as Nocl~i~ir iir tlre wst .  l l c l~cc  the Furcl 
of the Fotlmirt aud tlle Oalcwoocl of Leinster in Ossory 
are so called. At  the same t h e  the Dessi went to 
Gahruan (Gabran) and tlie Fchi to Fit1 blJr a~rtl  t11c 
Fothairt to Gabruan (Gabran), in the east. E1or tlrc 
Fothairt were in exile in Gabrum (G ;I brim), d t c r  Echu 
Dornlen, son of Carpre Lifechar hacl beell slain l ~ y  
Sarniad (Se~ninai t l i )~ the so11 of Cerb, tlw brotllcr of 
Bronacli, of tlle Fotllairt. 



I 
27. For'sluinte Dal Fiachnch Suidge. 
Seinuinrige, Nechtraige, Rentraige, Odraige, Osraige, 

Bruirige o Bruru mac Artharu rig Crutlini, Sordmige, 
Latraige, Carraige, Gabraige, C~~ir ige ,  Mentrige, Rotraige, 
Ruclixige, Blairige, Ruanrige, Luidrige . i . fer Illid hi sid, 
Citllraige . iii . inaic, Bodraige, Lubentraige, Crobentraige, 
Corco Clie, Corco Ainige, Corco Dithech, Dal Mechoin, 
Ddl Matlirach, Ddl Maigne, D d  Luigne. Dcil Memuirp. 
Dal nhidze, Dtil iiUidne, Ddl nDorclion, Dorcliu irlac 
Linne, DtEl Luiscne. Hi t  he insin dia nqilirter Deisse . i . 
ar diliuaise 126 ar  diahuai~e . i . ar  iniin;~d al-laindia, nd ar  
huaise 713 ; ~ r  deisse ud a r  diuisse no' a r  giire ind inaid 
wrogeinset 116 ara ndifisse, nlnail ata a tuiriiii 7 a tt~iririud 
7 a toirge la cach. Teora blii~dna frichat o doludsat' na 
Deisse o Theinair co tucsat Lagiil dontir doib for Gabruan" 

! 

7 for Coininur' Tri nUsci iar ~iiaicim seckt catha  forth^.^ 



27. The by-names' of the Divisions of Fiacllu Suitlg,e. 
Se~nuinrige, Neclltraige, Beutraigc, Otl~xige, Obr;~igi~, 

Rruirige from Brum, sou of brtll;lru, ltiirg of t l ~ e  I'icats, 
Sordr+ige, Latraige, Curraige, Chbr,tige, C,~i~.ige, RIcl~trigc., 
Rotrige, Rutlr~ige, Rlt~irige, Rmrigc, Luitlrigc (viz. 21 I I I ~ I I  

who went into m elfnlouutl), Callraige (tl~rcbe solib), llodraigck, 
Lubentraige, Cruhentraige, Corco Cl](>,- Corco A iir igc, 
Corco Ditliecl~, Diil Meclloin, DJ1 Mitt l~ri i~l~,  DJ1 NClipe ,  
Dlil Luigne, DJ1 Meliclluirp, D51 nInicl;c, D61 ~~Uicll~e, I)"d 
nDorc11on (Dorcl16 mac Liime), 061 Luisclle. These t1rc.y 
are who are called Dessi, for their great i~oblci~ess' or for 
the nobleness of their gods, I .e .  for tlle i run~ lw of t l~eir  
idols, or for their sliilfulness, or for their p u t  justice, 
or for their love of the place in wl~icl~ they \ \we b~r11, ur 
for their great celebrity, siiice their expetlitiol~ and their 
wanderings aid their lill~r~liii~gs are k11u\vi1 to every one. 
It was thirty-three yeus  ;tfter the Dcssi went fro111 'Ltra. 
that the men of Leimter gpve thein battle a t  Ga1)ruan ;111tl 
at the Meeting of the T11ree \V~tcrs,  <~fter  11aviug ruutc~l 
the Dessi in seven battles. 
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